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ia A& source in Madrid has relsted from memory the contents of four letisrs
dezling with o proposal to arrange for the importation and sale of Argentine
frogen meat in Speins Itely and Switgerlands Two of the letiers are from
Eo. Bidegain Prieto of 2i=5 Caile de Alosia, ¥adrid, and addrszszed to & group
of frozen meat importers &t fuxles March 68, Bareslomas The other twe are
replies from this group to Bidegain

2s Acocording to the Pirst letter, dated $ December 1948, Bidegain hes bsen
syprozched by swme Argeatine psrsons with sound finsnciel backing to arrenge

for the sale of large quentitiss of frozen meat in Spain, Italy end Switzerlande

instead of making arrangemsnts on his own, Bidegein wrote to the Barselous
group, eince, aecording to a nots poncilled em the lptter, onmly this group
1s authorized by the Spsnish Govornment to import Argentine frogzen meate. A
raply from the group wes received by Bidegain requesting that he set m date
for & mooting with 1ts members in Barcelonas : ‘

3o The second letter from Bidepain to the rroup inoluded a sopy of the offer
fram the Argentine, which was dated 17 Decembor 1946 and signed by Memmarts
snd Faye. Souree believed these nemes to bo sasumode Source relates frem
maniory the following points of the prupoaal:

%o A oombine is o be formed in Spein for the purchase of meat for consumption

throughout Centinenial Burcps.

be A cambine is to be formed in Arpentina to pur agthis meets As there
is already a cammities which is charged with the & sposal of Argentine
moat. it should be relatively essy %o obteln legal authorizatiom for the
ommbine crganizetion. A. brothsr of the Hadrid intermediary, Bidessin,
is on the Argsatine vwwlilsc and will furnish the names cf i+z r-—bars
vhen nesossarys ‘

co These twe combinez are to be wited in an international zroup %o be known
2z the Consorcoio Hispane-irgsntine de Carnes, with Bldegeir as the
intermediery between the Argentine combine end the Spenirzh ome, since
he is trusted by the Arzentine groupe A delegate iz to bo sent from the
Spralsh combine tw Buenos Aires to arrangs for reszsiving the meat, and
4o pass on its guantity sad quality.

d> A4s the Spanish Governuont doss not heve sufficient foreign exchangs to pay

for the allotwent of 20.000 tens sasipned to it for 1947, fundz must be
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acquired for payment in Argentine money. Therefore it would be convenient
to bring in as members of the combine the Danco Ilispano Americaneo, the
lanco B3ilbao, or someother such organization possessing sufficient
funds to cover the pa)iments.

6. Information is requested on the component morbers of the Spanish ocmbine,
their monetary resources, both collective anc¢ individual. The Argentine
coribine reserves the ripght to withhold consent on the participation of
persons whom it does not consider suiteblee« A reciprooal privilege will
be e.tended to the Spanish corbine in reference to the Arpentine one.

e After the Spanish conbine is formed and its nembers approved, the
lirector of the lanco Central Argentino will guarantee all the members
of the Argentine corbine, and that bank will be responsible to ths
spanish combine for all credit operations that nay be undertelzen.

me The quentities of iArgentine meabt of ell vaerieties aveileble for disposal
is estirated at 400,000 tons for the first year, with a possibility of
an increase up to 800,000 tonse 1f the figure is increased to 800,000
tons, the quota of some other country will have to be revisede

he Shipnents arec to nade in installnents of 8,000 tonse

i» As Spain does not possess any vort with sufficlent (refrigeration)
capacity for the quantity involved, the shipments are to be divided
smong several ports until installations cen be constructed.

je The Spanish combine is to ensure thal in every port where morchandise
is unloaded, there are sufficient refrirerated freipht cars and trucks
for handling ite :

40 The reply by the rroup.to L. Bidepain, deted 21 lecembor 1946, indicates
acceptance of the proposal in principle. ‘he letter states that at the
noxt neetins of the rroup a comittee will be appointed to meet lidegein in
I adrid to obtein morc detailed information from hime
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